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PROPOSAL: 

18.2 Giving Room; Keeping Clear  

(a) OVERLAPPED – BASIC RULE 

When boats are overlapped the outside boat shall give the inside boat room to round or pass the 
mark or obstruction, and if the inside boat has right of way the outside boat shall also keep clear. 
Other parts of rule 18 contain exceptions to this rule. 

(b)  OVERLAPPED AT THE ZONE 
If boats were overlapped before either of them reached the two-length zone and the overlap is 
broken after one of them has reached it, the boat that was on the outside shall continue to give the 
other boat room. If the outside boat becomes clear astern or overlapped inside the other boat, she 
is not entitled to room and shall keep clear.  

(c) NOT OVERLAPPED AT THE ZONE 

If a boat is clear ahead at the time she reaches the two-length zone, the boat clear astern shall 
thereafter keep clear. If the boat clear astern becomes overlapped outside the other boat she shall 
also give the inside boat room. If the boat clear astern becomes overlapped inside the other boat 
she is not entitled to room. If the boat that was clear ahead passes head to wind, rule 18 ceases to 
apply while the boats are on opposite tacks.rule 18.2(c) no longer applies. 

CURRENT POSITION: 

18.2 Giving Room; Keeping Clear  

(a) OVERLAPPED – BASIC RULE 

When boats are overlapped the outside boat shall give the inside boat room to round or pass the 
mark or obstruction, and if the inside boat has right of way the outside boat shall also keep clear. 
Other parts of rule 18 contain exceptions to this rule. 

(b)  OVERLAPPED AT THE ZONE 
If boats were overlapped before either of them reached the two-length zone and the overlap is 
broken after one of them has reached it, the boat that was on the outside shall continue to give the 
other boat room. If the outside boat becomes clear astern or overlapped inside the other boat, she 
is not entitled to room and shall keep clear.  

(c) NOT OVERLAPPED AT THE ZONE 

If a boat is clear ahead at the time she reaches the two-length zone, the boat clear astern shall 
thereafter keep clear. If the boat clear astern becomes overlapped outside the other boat she shall 
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also give the inside boat room. If the boat clear astern becomes overlapped inside the other boat 
she is not entitled to room. If the boat that was clear ahead passes head to wind, rule 18.2(c) no 
longer applies. 

REASON: 
At present, it might be inferred that, whilst rule 18.2(c) stops applying, the remainder of rule 
18 and rule 18.2(d) in particular continues to apply.  This change makes it very clear that rule 
18 stops applying and rule 18.2(d) cannot be used by the boat that was clear astern and is 
now right-of-way boat.  If both boats are subsequently on the same tack before the rounding 
is complete rule 18 will apply again. 

 


